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MEMBERS PRESENT   OTHERS 
VERNON WALKER   ROBERT SHAHADE, SOLICITOR 
JOHN BARR    KEN MESKO, ENGINEER  
JAMES DRAPCHAK   MARY KAY MAHER, RECORDING SECRETARY 
JOHN HEIDER     
JAMES PETERS 
 

OTHERS:  Paul Pioli  
 
CHAIRMAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 7.02 P.M. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – February 18, 2019 

James Drapchak moved, John Heider seconded to approve the minutes as submitted.  
MOTION CARRIED:  5/0 

 
PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE ON AGENDA:  NONE 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NONE 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
PENNVEST PROJECT UPDATE 
Ken informed the Board that the Letter of Credit the Authority has should remain in place for two years 
after completion of the construction of the PennVest Project.   The project was completed in October of 
2017.   The Letter of Credit could be released in October of this year, 2019.  The current Letter of Credit is 
due to mature in July, 2019.  The Letter of Credit should be renewed for at least 90 days to cover the two 
year period.  The bank will notify the Board of the time of maturity.  The Letter of Credit was obtained to 
comply with PennDot regulations and was for all the work done on Goucher Street, Harshberger Road, 
Franklin Street and Ferndale Avenue. 
 
FLOW METER REPORT 
Ken reported the last 12 months reflect the worst area is above Southmont.   The Leon Street meter was 
off-line for quite a while and was reactivate this past month.  This meter is more in line to the flows 
required.   There were some issues down in Benscreek with the Camoset work being done where some 
ditches and lines were left open which allowed massive amounts of water to flow through those lines, 
especially over the weekends.  They were also finding paper wrapers from chip bags, sandwich bags, etc. 
that were being placed in the lines and winding up in Riverside.  One manhole down by the creek was 
found to have a plug leaking which was reset.  Something more permanent will have to be done.  These 
problems were localized in one area which indicated a problem.  Ken stated it was similar to Woodmont 
when the creek was blocked and leaves and debris were found in the wet well in the pump station.  It was 
an indication that the flows were picking up something out of the system. It was reported two weeks ago, 
the sewer laterals at the Camoset Village area were 60% complete.  Solicitor noted there was a fund draw 
from the escrow agent while the remedial work is being done.  The contractor at Camoset Village will get 
fully paid after all laterals are completed, then the Certificate of Compliance will be issued. 
 
HGA SYSTEM UPGRADE  
Ken tried to make contact with Chris Zakraysek concerning the installation of the meter at the HGA facility 
and has not heard back from him yet.  John Barr noted there was some activity in the area, but he was 
not certain it was the flow meter.  Solicitor noted the Authority needs access to the data from the meter. 
John spoke to the contractor who indicated they were to install two meters in the neighborhood.  Vernon 
noted Westmont Woods’s meter was not installed yet.   Giant Eagle and WJAC are to obtain meters also.   
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CAP/WASTELOAD MANAGEMENT REPORT  
CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN/CONSENT ORDER & AGREEMENT 
Ken reported that all reports have been filed and are up to date. 
 
COMPLIANCE REPORT 
The Compliance report dated March 13, 2019 was presented and reviewed.  There were three violation 
notices mailed in the last 30 days.  Solicitor noted the property at Irving Street is being worked on and is 
in foreclosure.   

 
John Heider moved, John Drapchak moved to accept the Compliance Report as of March 
13, 2019 as presented.  MOTION CARRIED 5/0 

 
MONTHLY NON-COMPLIANCE FEES 
The accounts that are subject to receive a monthly Non-Compliance fee were presented and reviewed. 

 
John Heider moved, James Peters seconded to approve the March, 2019 Non-
Compliance fees as presented.  MOTION CARRIED 5/0 

 
GIRARD STREET PUMP STATION UPDATE 
Ken reported they did hear from the insurance companies last week.  He stated they will be making a 
settlement offer shortly.  The breakdown of the bid submission was sent to them last month and it sounds 
like the two insurance companies are trying to decide how to share the responsibility for the claim.  
Solicitor pointed out the longer they take, it is costing the Authority time and money.  The Authority is 
paying Stonycreek their fines along with the Authority’s own and looking at an open-end window for the 
construction project.  Solicitor does not recommend issuing a letter to them as it may delay the process.   
Vernon stated it looks favorable that the claim will be processed.  Solicitor stated they need to know what 
the claim payment will be so that the Authority Board knows what they are working with.  Ken stated the 
bids can be held until April.  Solicitor noted an extension could be requested of the low bidder if needed.  
He recommended Ken contact the insurance company to ensure a quick resolve to the claim.   
 
Solicitor reported the easements needed to the pump station had been submitted to the City of 
Johnstown and were approved.  Once they are received with signatures, they can be recorded at the 
County Court House.   
 
PAST REHABILITATION PROJECTS/LATERAL CONNECTIONS 
Ken reported that Terry still has 2-3 streets yet to do.  They have been flushing some of the lines between 
the bad weather so that they could be televised.  Once this is done, then they can recommend what 
remedial work needs to be done, along with an estimate for the next meeting.   
 
SUMP PUMP ENFORCEMENT 
Ken reported that there was no work done on the sump pumps or viewports to report on, since the last 
meeting.   
 
D & T RENTALS/SALE 
Solicitor reported that Doug and Tracey Todorich’s sale of Camoset Village has been concluded.  He has 
approved the escrow agreement and the first installment has been made, post-transfer.   
 
 
 
HGA INFLOW INFILTRATION 
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Solicitor stated he will contact Beth Harris, Special Council for Department of Labor and Industry again 
over the flow meter at HGA.  
  
AXA FUNDS/BONDS 
Solicitor inquired if anyone had contacted AXA to find out about retiring the bonds and investments that 
are with their company.  He noted the Authority is receiving dividend checks on the bonds, but they are 
not earning a lot and they could bridge the gap between the shortfalls of the billing cycles.  Vernon stated 
he was going to but did not as of this time.  Solicitor noted ten years ago, the stockbroker was put on 
notice that they were to be surrendered but they could not at that time.   
 
PROFIT/LOSS STATEMENT 
Solicitor brought to the Board’s attention on the monthly Profit/Loss Statement item No. 40403 – 
Westmont Borough’s expenses.  The expenses to date amount to $4,111.66 and $7,500 was budgeted.  
To date, the expenses total 54.8% and this report reflects only to the end of February.  Vernon noted on 
the current bill list is an expense for Westmont’s Dec-Jan-Feb. expenses that has been charged.  The 
records will be pulled to see what expenses were charged to amount to $4,111.66.   
 
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE/ED SMITH 
Vernon referred to the recent article that was published in the paper by Edward Smith on the DEP sewage 
mandates and Consent Agreements by the surrounding municipalities.  Solicitor noted the meters that Ed 
Smith spoke of are installed in front of the sewage treatment plant.  Ken stated they will never register 
any overload as the overload would be bypassed into the river before it would register.   If it would not 
bypass, the cleanup and treatment would be massive and expensive and with enough volume it may also 
entail a rebuild of the treatment plant.  Ken noted that DEP was emphatic that the homeowner’s lateral 
be pressure tested.  EPA statistics indicate that 40-50% of the inflow and infiltration is due to homeowner’s 
laterals.  Solicitor informed the Board the Redevelopment Authority published a rebuttal to that article.    
He stated the Redevelopment Authority recently invited the surrounding municipalities to a meeting to 
discuss the possibility of the Redevelopment Authority taking over their sanitary sewer systems.  No 
municipality responded to this invitation.  Currently, the municipalities that are managing their own 
systems have local representation.  If the Redevelopment Authority managed them, the municipalities 
may not have this local representation.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
METAL DETECTOR  
Terry requested the Board consider the purchase of a metal detector to replace one that is failing.  The 
metal detector is used by both the Sewer Authority and the Township.  Cost would be split between the 
Township and the Sewer Authority. 

 
Vernon moved, John Barr seconded to purchase a metal detector as recommended by 
Terry Reesey for the cost of $656.00.  MOTION CARRIED  5/0 

 
APPROVAL OF BILLS – $84,911.57. 
 
 James Peters moved, Jim Drapchak seconded to approve the submitted bills for $84,944.57 
 MOTION CARRIED 5/0 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - none 
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 ADJOURNMENT 
 
 John Barr moved, James Drapchak seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion Carried. 5/0 
 
ADJOURNED   7:40 P.M. 
 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
JB/mcm      John Barr, Secretary 


