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MEMBERS PRESENT   OTHERS 
VERNON WALKER   ROBERT SHAHADE, SOLICITOR 
JOHN BARR    KEN MESKO, ENGINEER  
JAMES DRAPCHAK   MARY KAY MAHER, RECORDING SECRETARY 
JOHN HEIDER    TERRY REESEY-PUMP STATION SUPERVISOR 
JAMES PETERS 
 

OTHERS:  Paul Pioli  
 
CHAIRMAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 7.00 P.M. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – December 17, 2018 

John Barr moved, Jim Drapchak seconded to approve the minutes as submitted.  
MOTION CARRIED:  5/0 

 
REORGANIZATION –  
       APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS 

 CHAIRMAN   Vernon Walker   moved by John Barr, seconded by  
        John Heider MOTION CARRIED 5/0 
   
 VICE-CHAIRMAN/SECRETARY John Barr  moved by Jim Drapchak, seconded 
        by Jim Peters MOTION CARRIED 5/0 
 
 ASSISTANT SECRETARY  James W. Peters moved by John Barr, seconded by 
        Jim Drapchak  MOTION CARRIED 5/0 
 
 TREASURER   Jim Drapchak  moved by John Barr, seconded by 
        John Heider  MOTION CARRIED 5/0 
 
 ASSISTANT TREASURER  John Heider  moved by John Barr, seconded by 
        Jim Drapchak MOTION CARRIED  5/0 
 
        ENGINEER APPOINTMENT Mesko & Associates moved by John Barr, seconded by 
        Jim Peters  MOTION CARRIED 5/0 
 
        SECONDARY ENGINEER H.F. Lenz  moved by  John Heider, seconded by 
     As needed  Jim Drapchak  MOTION CARRIED 5/0 
 
       APPOINTMENT OF COLLECTION & DEPOSITORY AGENCIES 

Jim Drapchak moved, John Heider seconded to appoint Somerset Trust Company and 
Slovenian Savings and Loan as depository agencies for the Authority.  MOTION CARRIED 
5/0 

 
       APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR Kline Kimlin  moved by Jim Drapchak, seconded by 
        John Barr  MOTION CARRIED 5/0 
 
       APPOINTMENT OF SOLICITOR Law Firm of Shahade & Shahade 
        Moved by John Barr, seconded by 
        Jim Peters  MOTION CARRIED 5/0 
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PERSONS REQUESTING TO BE ON AGENDA:  NONE 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NONE 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
PENNVEST PROJECT UPDATE 
Ken reported the PennVest loan is now completed and closed out and the final payment was received.  
The Authority received the final amortization schedule for all future loan payments.  Chairman noted he 
has to sign off on the loan via e-signature the following day to close out the paperwork.  Monthly 
payments will be approx. $32,000.00. 
 
FLOW METER REPORT 
Ken reported there are now seven locations that are using a flow meter.  HGA’s meter has not yet been 
reinstalled.  Ken indicated a flow line on the flow meter reports where the allowable sewage flows should 
be, if all infiltration was removed from the system.  In Upper Yoder #2 Wonder Street area, it still indicates 
more work is needed on the older lines.  The flows are relatively high.   Graph #6 is the Palm Avenue area 
which indicates a better flow and is closer to compliance.  Upper Yoder #7 Harshberger and Palm is almost 
in compliance.  Upper Yoder #10 Ruth/Derby area does not fluctuate very much.  Berkley and Derby area 
is close to compliance.  Ken noted when the project first started the goal was to bring the system into 
compliance, not to have a system that is completely water-tight which would’ve cost 30 million dollars to 
do, instead of the 9 million dollars which was the least cost.  Upper Yoder #14 Riverside area is still a little 
high, but not a lot of compliance in that area yet on the laterals.  The negative numbers indicated on the 
graph have to be corrected, there should be no negative numbers.  The Authority was notified of an 
overflow by Stonycreek Township, but Ken questioned why there was no overflow on previous dates when 
the weather was worse.  The other graph from the Queen/Tomato alley area across from the Lutheran 
Home on Goucher Street is pretty close to the allowable flow.  The Lutheran Home still have a lot of work 
to do yet.  Ken noted the flow meter at the Woodmont Pump Station reflects the water from the creek 
that had to be cleaned out from the tree debris.  Once  the creek was cleaned out, the meter indicates 
the flows were in compliance.    The compliance flows at the station should be 120G GPM and the last 
meter indicated 125 GPM which is close.  There are still 10 percent of the homes yet to be done to be in 
compliance and some work on the older sewer lines  need to be done yet.   
 
Upper Yoder #2 Pocohontas/Wonder Street area was questioned by Vernon why it was still indicating a 
high flow.  Ken noted there was very little current work done on the lines in that area.  The original work 
on the lines were done in the 1980’s and 1990’s and the work was defective with the interconnections 
leaking.  Reports were received that the property owners were removing the observation caps to allow 
the ground water on their lawns to drain.  Terry Reesey also noted there are laterals in that area that are 
leaking and there are other issues from the Goucher Street and Susquehanna areas that flow into the 
Wonder Street area that are contributing to the higher flows.   
 
HGA FLOW METER 
Ken reported he hasn’t heard anything more on the reinstallment of the flow meter at the Hiram G. 
Andrews Rehabilitation building.  The final inspection was done on the manhole work that was done and 
Mesko and Associates will bill HGA directly for these inspections.   
 
CAP/WASTELOAD MANAGEMENT REPORT 
The CAP reports were submitted as they were due on the 15th according to the Consent Order and 
Agreement.  The Wasteload Management report request from the Johnstown Redevelopment Authority 
was received today and will be submitted.   
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COMPLIANCE REPORT 
The Compliance Overview report received from Mesko and Associates indicates the percentage of 
properties in compliance are now 73% with 27% yet to go.  Ken reported they are completing the camera 
work on the lines that still need work to be done and once a cost estimate is worked up, it will be 
resubmitted to the Board for consideration.  This work can be done in phases or all at once.  It would be 
more efficient to do all at once, but depending on the finances, it can be done in phases.   
 
NON-COMPLIANCE FEE REPORT 
The monthly report for properties that are in non-compliance and have incurred a monthly non-
compliance fee was submitted to the Board for approval.  Jim Peters noted there are some that have been 
on the report for some time.  It was noted that there are two (2) properties that are now incurring a 
$75.00-month fee instead of the $50.00 fee due to the length of time it was in non-compliance.  There 
was a total of 104 at $50.00 and 2 at $75.00 for a total of $5,350.00 in non-compliance fees. 
 

John Heider moved, Vernon Walker seconded to approve the submitted listing of non-
compliance fees for the month of January, 2019.  MOTION CARRIED  5/0 

 
GIRARD STREET PUMP STATION 
Ken reported the Bid opening for the Girard Street Pump Station was held today with the resulting bids 
as outlined on the attached Bid Opening sheet.  A total of six (6) bids were received with the high bid from 
Kukurin Contracting Inc at $461,461.00 and the low bid from S.E. Construction Group, LLC for $277,499.00 
from Marion Center, PA.  Ken had some questions concerning the low bidder.  In the specifications, the 
work scheduled called for the work to be completed from March 1st to September 30th   which is seven 
months.   The bid submitted by S.E.Construction Group states the work shall be completed in 240 working 
days which is one month more than stated in the specifications.   Also, his bid and pricing need to be 
broken down in more detail.  Ken noted the S.E. Construction Group is known for doing water and sewer 
projects such as holding tanks, pump stations, treatment facilities, electronic components monitoring, 
etc.  Ken stated the next step is to accept the low bid contingent on the claim settlement with the 
insurance company.  They will want to review the bids before they will settle the claim.  The insurance 
company had their own engineer inspect the pump station  and recommended its replacement due to the 
current regulations that will not allow it to be replaced as it was built before the current regulations were 
in place.   
 

Vernon moved, Jim Peters seconded to accept the low bid of $277,499.00 from S.E. 
Construction Group, LLC contingent on the review and settlement by the insurance 
company.  MOTION CARRIED 5/0   

 
Ken stated he will send the low bid out to the insurance via e-mail the next day.  He informed the Board 
there are two engineers for the insurance company that must review them.  Solicitor informed the Board 
that he contacted Stonycreek Township and apprised them of the bid opening.   
 
DEP PLANNING MODULE -  was an option if the flow was to be redirected instead of rebuilding the pump 
station.  This option is no longer viable. 
 
PAST REHABILITATION PROJECTS/LATERAL CONNECTIONS 
Terry reported there is still more TV/camera work to be done in the Whispering Pines area, Violet Street, 
Sell Street, and Camoset Village area.  The weather will determine if any camera work can be done because 
when the temperature drops, the cameras freeze up.   
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SUMP PUMP ENFORCEMENT 
Vernon noted this work will be on- going especially when the weather breaks to check to see if the sump 
pumps were reconnected after they had their inspections/certifications.  Solicitor stated the owners that 
destroy or damage their viewports should be turned over to the Police Department as it is destruction of 
public property as it was paid for by taxpayers’ money.  The viewports are owned by the Authority.  Terry 
stated he has been keeping a listing of the broken/destroyed caps as he replaces them.  If he is called back 
to replace them a second/third time, then he knows it is intentional.  Ken stated he spoke with an owner 
over at Goucher and Susquehanna who admitted he removes the viewport cap to allow the water to enter 
when it rains, so that the surface water doesn’t enter his house.  Ken noted this is the worse area as 
indicated on the flow charts.   
 
GIRARD STREET EASEMENT 
Solicitor is working with the engineer to draft an easement to send to the City of Johnstown for their 
execution.  Once completed it will be sent to the City Solicitor for review.  The permits will also have to be 
obtained – one temporary for the landing and a permanent one for access to the new housing.   
 
D & T RENTALS /CERTIFICATIONS/PROPOSED SALE 
Solicitor noted D & T Rentals (Camoset Village) has been working with Joe Kanuch Excavating on their 
laterals and they are approx. 40% done.  D & T Rental’s time extension had expired as of 1/20/19.  They 
are requesting an extension on their extension to complete their work.  The trailer park is under contract 
to be sold with the closing scheduled for Feb. 15th.  Solicitor reported they had borrowed $165,000 to 
complete the sewer work.  Ken has a copy of the contract.  Tracy Todorich, owner, stated they are willing 
to place the funds in an escrow account in view of the sale, which is allowable per the regulations, 
provided all parties agree and proof of the escrow agent is received.  The owner is asking for a 90-day 
extension to complete the sewer work.  The funds for the sewer work have already been obtained.  The 
sewer laterals are being done as the weather permits.  Solicitor recommended the Board approve the 
request for an additional extension because it is a unique facility.  Terry noted the trailer park is average 
about 3-4 a week for sewer inspections weather permitting.  The trailer park has 110 connections.  
Solicitor noted the owners – Doug and Tracey Todorich have worked with the Authority Board in the past 
and have established good relations.  Vernon stated on a normal sale, the new owner has 60 days to 
complete the sewer work and testing; but because they have 110 connections, they cannot finish 
everything within 60 days.  Solicitor noted the lines in that park have known to be bad and they are finally 
being brought up to date.  Solicitor stated in prior sales of this trailer park, there were issues in handling 
liens against the park, so he will be keeping an eye on this transaction.   
 

John Barr moved, Jim Drapchak seconded to grant an additional 90-day extension to 
have the sewer work completed at the D&T Rental facility with the sewer funds to be 
placed in an escrow and verified to ensure the work is completed due to the pending 
sale.  MOTION CARRIED 5/0 

 
KLINE, KIMLIN AUDIT 
An invoice was submitted by Kline Kimlin for professional services for the PennVest audit in the amount 
of $4,500.00.  Vernon reported that he had spoken with Tom Kimlin who will be sending a bill in the 
amount of $600 for additional accounting work that was done in 2017-18.  Due to the late billing of this 
work, the bill should’ve been $1,200, but because of the late billing, he reduced it to one half.  Tom 
recommended the Board review additional statements from the Quickbook system which were presented 
this evening – the Balance Sheet, Profit and Loss, and the Statement of Cash Flows which shows where 
the funds go.  Vernon stated he discussed the Budget that was approved with Tom and now that the 
PennVest project is done, the bill from Mesko and Associates for the project compliance and monitoring 
could be expensed.  These expenses were being shown on the balance sheet as they were all capitalized, 
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now they could be shown as an expense and on the cash flow statement.  Solicitor explained capitalizing 
the expenditures does not show a picture of income and expense and should not be amortized.  Solicitor 
explained to Tom that the Board needs a Cash Flow Summary, not a Capitalization Summary, which 
confuses the issue.  These latest reports issued from the Quickbook program are the compromise on the 
capitalization issue.    
 
300 ROBINSON AVENUE – DAMAGES 
The funds from the damage to Mr. John Flynn’s water line at 300 Robinson Avenue has been withheld 
from the final payment to State Pipe Inc.  Ken reported he contacted State Pipe regarding the damage 
claim, and they had stated they were willing to split the claim.  Ken asked them who are you going to split 
the claim with?  State Pipe only wanted to pay one-half.  Ken informed them the fault is theirs and they 
are responsible for the claim.  Solicitor stated he was reluctant to advise the Board to pay the claim 
without their express consent.  Ken will contact State Pipe to get a release from them for this claim.  The 
Board will authorize its disbursement, if the release is obtained from State Pipe.   Mr. Flynn’s water shut 
off notice is effective February 4, 2019.   

 
Vernon moved, Jim Peters seconded to authorize the funds withheld be issued to Mr. 
John Flynn pending confirmation with State Pipe in order to get this matter resolved.  
MOTION CARRIED.  5/0 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
APPROVAL OF BILLS – $297,320.35. 
 John Barr moved, Jim Drapchak seconded to approve the submitted bills for $297,320.35 
 MOTION CARRIED 5/0 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - none 
      
ADJOURNMENT 
 John Barr, Jim Drapchak seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion Carried. 5/0 
 

ADJOURNED   7:45 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
JB/mcm      John Barr, Secretary 


